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OF MONGOLIAN TRADITIONAL DICTIONARIES

The article discusses the experience and the results of international co-
operation between The Center for Northeast Asian Studies of Tohoku Uni-
versity (Japan) and the School of Mongolian Studies of Inner Mongolian
University (China) on creating an electronic Mongolian-Chinese dictionary.
It was compiled on the basis of the "Mongolian-Chinese dictionary: revised
and expanded edition" (Publishing house of the University of Inner Mongo-
lia, 1999), which includes more than 57 thousand dictionary entries. The
“Mongolian Universal White (Mongolian Universal-White.ttf)” and
“Moukan Goth12 (MOUKAN:.tiff)” fonts have been developed for adequate
reflecting the letters of the Mongolian alphabet. Cyrillic spelling of Mongo-
lian words, pronunciation of the word (Chakhar dialect), correlation of the
word with Mongolian dictionaries, addressing to the page of the printed
edition were added to the vocabulary units of the dictionary. The article
discusses in detail the theoretical issues of software development of the
online dictionary, the difficulties encountered in its preparation, and pro-
poses concrete advices on the practical use of the dictionary.

Keywords: Mongolian written language, on-line dictionary, Mongolian-

Chinese Dictionary, Unicode Standard.
Kypubaswu Xumowiu

O PA3PABOTKE W MPUMEHEHWW BEB-CITOBAPA TPAOULIMOHHBIX
MOHIOJIbCKMX CITOBAPEW
B craTtbe paccMOTpEH ONBIT MEXIYHAPOAHOIO COTPYJHUUYECTBA MEXITY
yHuBepcureroM Toxoky (SImonust) m MIHCTUTYTOM MOHTroOJOBeIeHHS YHHU-
Bepcurera BHyTpennelt Monrommu (Kutast) mo co3maHHIO 3JIEKTPOHHOTO
MOHTOJIBCKO-KUTAWCKOTO CJOBaps. 3a OCHOBY ObUI B3AT «MOHTOJIBCKO-
KHATAiCKUI CloBaph: mepepaboTaHHOE M JIOMONIHEHHOe m3naHue» (M3na-Bo
Yuusepcurera Baytpennss Monronus, 1999), Bxmouatonuii 6osiee 57 ThIC.
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CIIOBAapHBIX craTted. /Iy aJeKBaTHOTO OTpaKeHHsI OYKB MOHIOJBCKOTO aj-
¢aBura Opu1 mpuMeHeH mpuPT MongolianUniversalWhite.ttf. K cmoBap-
HBIM €MHHLAM SI3bIKa OBUIM JOOABIEHBI: KNPHILIMYECKOE HAMCAHNE MOH-
TOJICKUX CJIOB, IPOM3HOIICHUE CIIOBA (YaXapCKUH IUAIEKT), COOTHECCHHUE
CJI0Ba C MOHTOJIBCKMMU CJIOBapsIMHM, aJpecalys K CTpaHHLE IeYaTHOTO W3-
JaHUS.

KiroueBble ciioBa: MOHTOJILCKHI TUCBMEHHBIH S3bIK, BEO-CIIOBAPH, MOH-
TOJILCKO-KUTalCKHi clioBapk, koauposka Unicode.

The Center for Northeast Asian Studies (CNEAS) of Tohoku
University, Japan and the School of Mongolian Studies of Inner
Mongolia University, China have been a part of the Joint Project on
compiling of an online “Mongolian-Chinese Dictionary” within the
frames of Academic Exchange Agreement signed in 2008. The goal
of the Project was to computerize one of the Mongolian-Chinese dic-
tionaries, namely the “Mongolian-Chinese Dictionary: Revised and
Enlarged Edition” (Inner Mongolia University Press, 1999) so that
we can use it on our own computer and on the Internet. As the result
of this Project, the “Mongolian-Chinese Dictionary: Web version”
was released in January 2015 on the website of the CNEAS. Since
then the Web version of “Mongolian-Chinese Dictionary” has been
in service and offered for “everyone” to use at “any time” in “any
place” without any account (Figure 1).

The paper edition of “Mongolian-Chinese Dictionary” is a dic-
tionary of modern written Mongolian, which is spelled by traditional
Mongolian script, now being in use by Mongolian people in Inner
Mongolia and other parts of the People's Republic of China. Its first
edition was published from Inner Mongolia People Publishing House
in 1976 and the number of the entry words amounted to approxi-
mately 50,000. The abundance of the entry words and reliability of
its content made the dictionary quite popular and highly regarded not
only among the Mongols but also among students of the Mongolian
language in the world. Thus from the beginning of its publication,
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the dictionary has been acknowledged as the standard of modern
written Mongolian.
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Figure 1. http://hkuri.cneas.tohoku.ac.jp/p01/

In 1999 its new version or “Revised and Enlarged Edition” was
published, which contained more than 53,000 entry words, including
around 26,000 headwords (main entry words) and around 27,000
compound words and idioms [1] (Figure 2).

The new edition of the “Mongolian-Chinese Dictionary” was
groundbreaking from the fact that the phonetic denotation has been
added to each headword by means of the International Phonetic Al-
phabet (IPA). It is especially significant because written Mongolian
is basically based on the spelling system of 13th century Mongolian
and its spelling is quite different from any dialect of modern collo-
quial Mongolian.

Furthermore, there are various dialects among the Mongolian
speakers in China, and the differences between them are huge. It was
only at the end of 1970's that one of the dialects of Inner Mongolia or
the Chakhar dialect of Shilingol Aimag was decided to be the basis
of the standard pronunciation for the Mongolian language in China,
but it is still far from being popular and widespread even in 2010's.
Since the phonetic transcription of the dictionary is based on the
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standard pronunciation of colloquial Mongolian, the dictionary has
come to serve as the standard of spoken Mongolian as well as written
Mongolian.

Figure 2. Mongolian-Chinese Dictionary /
Revised and Enlarged Edition (1999).

From the “Mongolian-Chinese Dictionary: Revised and Enlarged
Edition”, we used the data to develop our online dictionary. We have
got every single piece of information on the online version such as: 1)
entry words and examples in Mongolian script, 2) their Romanized
transcriptions, 3) phonetic representations in IPA, 4) parts of speech,
and 5) Chinese equivalents (translations). In addition, we added such
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new data as 6) audio or sound data of the pronunciation of each
headword, 7) Cyrillic Mongolian equivalent, 8) a link to online dic-
tionaries of Cyrillic Mongolian, and 9) graphical or image data of the
page of the original paper dictionary.

In the process of the development of the Web version of the
“Mongolian-Chinese Dictionary” we encountered not a few prob-
lems both in theory and in practice. Let us see some issues from our
experience for further discussion.

1. On the platform of the program

In order to use the dictionary on a computer, it is desirable to
place the program on “common” platform, which means that it
should run regardless of the kind of OSs or computers. We chose the
program to be in the shape of “Web” or “online” dictionary because
the Internet is nowadays so popular and Web browsers are available
on any OS and computer in any country. We decided to put the
“online” dictionary on the World Wide Web (WWW) so that every-
one can use it by Web browsers on his or her own computer.

Since the specifications of Web browsers are not the same in eve-
ry detail, we optimized our online dictionary to Firefox and Internet
Explorer (IE 9 or later) on Windows 7 or later. This is the recom-
mended platform of our online dictionary. Otherwise one might have
some inconvenience in displaying traditional Mongolian script
properly, owing to the specifications of Web browsers.

2. On encoding traditional Mongolian script

The traditional Mongolian character set has been assigned in
Unicode Character Code U1800-U18AF. It contains the code points
of punctuational signs, format controls (indicating free variations and
vowel separator), digits, and Mongolian letters as well. Each Mongo-
lian character have several shapes according to its position in a word
and it is a function of a font set that connects characters in appropri-
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ate shapes to form a word. Therefore a font set is essential to display
Mongolian words in traditional Mongolian script.

In 2011 the “rule of Mongolian presentation forms character set”
and “use rules of controlling characters” and other related rules were
issued as the standard in the People's Republic of China [2], although
they are not in the Unicode Standard. It would not be realistic just to
wait and do nothing until all the issues of traditional Mongolian are
resolved in the Unicode Standard. So we decided to adopt a font set
of “Mongolian Universal White (MongolianUniversalWhite.ttf)”
which has been developed by ALMAS Inc., Japan in strict conformi-
ty with the China standard of 2011. “Mongolian Baiti
(monbaiti.ttf)” is a well-known font of Microsoft Windows, but it is
compliant with China standard GB18030-2000 and cannot meet the
demand of the China standard of 2011.

In order to display Mongolian words properly in the online dic-
tionary, it is necessary to install the font “Mongolian Universal
White (Mongolian Universal-White.ttf)”’, which can be freely down-
loaded from the website of the CNEAS below:

http://hkuri.cneas.tohoku.ac.jp/p01/font

Another font “Moukan Goth12 (MOUKAN.ttf)” is recommended
to be downloaded from the website above to be installed so as to dis-
play “Roman transcription” of traditional Mongolian headwords ac-
cording to the original notation.

3. On Input Method of traditional Mongolian script and its keyboard
layout

We chose that the input method of traditional Mongolian should
be realized in online dictionary itself, which means that the users
need not prepare nor install IME program of traditional Mongolian
for themselves. All we have to do is to download and install the font
“Mongolian Universal White (MongolianUniversalWhite.ttf)” stated
above. Thus, input from a keyboard will be directly converted into
Mongolian traditional script automatically.
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The fact is that keyboard layout has nothing to do with the
Unicode Standard, so we could choose any keyboard layout as we
like. WPS Office and its keyboard layout are most popular among
the Mongols in the PRC, but they are far from familiar to the stu-
dents of the Mongolian language outside of the PRC. We adopted
our keyboard layout (Figure 3) for the convenience of both Mongoli-
an people and students of Mongolian.

The Roman letters of Figure 3 coinside the imprinted letters on an
English keyboard. Such a Roman letter on a keytop will be, when
typed, automatically converted into traditional Mongolian script in
the search field.

Z a - n e g S
o e > b ? t
3 i B p a d
I o P h = c
£ u ot g = j
3 @) - m = y
3 U il 1 2 r
o s = w

Figure 3. Keyboard layout
for inputting traditional Mongolian script
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Merits of the Web version of the “Mongolian-Chinese Dictionary”

Taking advantage of the computerized dictionary, the online dic-
tionary also supports the function of various searching methods such
as “Forward match” (default value), “Backward match”, “Exact
match”, and “Partial match”. Using the “Full text search” option, we
can search the whole text of the dictionary including not only head-
words and idioms but also Chinese translations and example sen-
tences of Mongolian. When we look up Chinese words through “Full
text search”, then the “Mongolian-Chinese Dictionary” will serve as
a “Chinese-Mongolian Dictionary”.

“Fuzzy search” is a function that makes it possible to search even
if one doesn’t know the correct pronunciation of the target word.
This is especially important because of the fact that in the traditional
Mongolian alphabet, there are many letters which appear exactly the
same shape, but differ in pronunciation. Such letters are called
“monograph letters”. For example, the consonant letters <t> and <d>
have the same shape, and <k> and <g> are also the same. Besides,
the vowel letters <o> (the 4th vowel) and <u> (the 5th vowel) have
the same shape, <6> (the 6th vowel) and <ii> (the 7th vowel) are also
same, and the vowel letters <a> and <e> take the same shape in non-
initial position of a word.

The existence of “monograph letters” in traditional Mongolian
makes it hard to learn Mongolian. If we were trying to find any word
written in traditional Mongolian letters, and the word has any “mon-
ograph letters” in it, it means that there might be more than one way
of reading them. A word, which has one pair of monograph letters,
might be read in two ways. If there are two pairs of monograph let-
ters, it might be read in four ways, and if there are three pairs, it in-
creases to eight ways. Then, we have to comb through the dictionary
to find over each of them. It is only after we have found the word in
the dictionary, that we can know the correct reading (pronunciation)
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of the target word. That is why a learner needs a lot of time and ef-
fort to “read” traditional Mongolian scripts using paper dictionaries.

On the other hand, a good many Mongolian native speakers have
another problem. Among the Mongolian speakers in China, where
traditional Mongolian is used, there are various dialects. And it is
normally that they read the Mongolian scripts with the pronunciation
of their own dialect. There are many variants of pronunciation for the
words which include “monograph letters” depending on the dialects,
and the gaps of them are huge. It is not uncommon that Mongolian
speakers in China get the pronunciations of [t] and [d], [K] and [g], [0]
and [u], and [6] and [li] mixed up. Those pairs have the same in
shape when they are spelled by traditional Mongolian script.

Because of the situation stated above, searching for words in the
dictionary is not an easy task not only for learners of the Mongolian
language but also for Mongolian speakers themselves. The mono-
graph letters are usually classified and ordered based on the pronun-
ciation of the Standard Mongolian. Therefore, the large part of the
Mongolian people, those who haven't acquired the Standard Pronun-
ciation can hardly find the word in a dictionary, no matter how they
search the words on dictionary by their own dialects.

For the purpose of mitigating this difficulty of searching for
words including “monograph letters”, we have implemented the
function of “Fuzzy Search” as default value in the "Mongolian-
Chinese Dictionary: Web version™.

If we use the “Fuzzy search”, the pairs of the “monograph letters”
are regarded as the same letters. In other words, it equates the conso-
nant letters: <t> and <d>; <k> and <g>; the vowel letters: <o> and
<u>; <6> and <ii>, and <a> and <e> at non-initial position of a word.
Even though we don’t know how to read the word correctly, we only
have to input either one of those pair letters, then the “Fuzzy search”
will find every word that has the same appearance and shows the
words including “correct” pronunciations. We can say that the
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“Fuzzy Search” produces an identical effect to searching the word by
its shape or appearance in traditional Mongolian letters.

In the “Mongolian-Chinese Dictionary: Web version”, audio or
sound data has been added. Each headword, more than 26,000 in to-
tal, has audio data, recorded by the standard pronunciation. Clicking
on the speaker icon, we can listen to the pronunciation of the word.
As most of the general users of the dictionary, either a Mongolian or
a foreigner, might not be familiar with the phonetic symbols, we
have given extra consideration to adding a listening function to the
pronunciation directory.

Numbers have been added at the end of each item in the search
result which indicate the location or the page of the original diction-
ary. Each page number, ranging from 1 to 1414, is linked to the im-
age on the original page, and on clicking on any number, an image of
the original page pops up. This function would increase the dependa-
bility of the data of the online dictionary. We can move the image to
any place and enlarge or reduce it by clicking on it. If we put our
mouse on the image and click once, it will be enlarged according to
its movement. When we click the image again, the image will be re-
stored to its original size.

One more data which we have added to the online dictionary is
Cyrillic equivalent of every headword and a link to Cyrillic Mongo-
lian dictionaries. Cyrillic Mongolian is another written language of
Mongolian people, which has been used as an official language in the
country of Mongolia since 1940's. Cyrillic equivalent will be useful
for those who are familiar with Cyrillic Mongolian both in Mongolia
and in other countries. On the other hand, it would be regarded as
one colloquial form of the traditional Mongolian headword, since
Cyrillic spelling is based on the pronunciation of the modern Khal-
kha dialect.

If we click on the Cyrillic equivalent, it will lead us to the website
of “dictionaries of Cyrillic Mongolian” and the word will be in no
time searched in it automatically.
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Online dictionaries of Cyrillic Mongolian and others

Online dictionaries of Cyrillic Mongolian have been published on
the website of CNEAS simultaneously with the Web version of
“Mongolian-Chinese Dictionary”. The URL of the website iS
http://hkuri.cneas.tohoku.ac.jp/p02/ (Figure 4).

There 3 dictionaries of Cyrillic Mongolian are available such as:
(1) Mongolian explanatory dictionary (Mosrom XoaHH# TOBY
Taitnbap tomb, 1966); (2) Mongolian-Chinese dictionary (Lun>
MoHTOJI XsTan toiab, 1999); (3) Orthographical dictionary (Monron
XOJIHUI 30B OMYMX JYPMHIH Kypamiiacad Tojb, 2018).

Like the online dictionary of the “Mongolian-Chinese Dictionary”,
we have put such information as: 1) entry words, idioms and exam-
ples in Cyrillic Mongolian script, 2) Mongolian explanations or Chi-
nese translations, 3) page numbers, which are linked to the image
data of the original page, and 4) traditional Mongolian equivalents,
which are linked to the web version of “Mongolian-Chinese Diction-
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Figure 4. http://hkuri.cneas.tohoku.ac.jp/p02/
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To every Cyrillic headword of the dictionaries, traditional Mon-
golian equivalent has been added, which is linked to “Mongolian-
Chinese Dictionary: Web Version”. Clicking on it, the website of
“Mongolian-Chinese Dictionary” opens and begins searching for the
word in traditional Mongolian script. Using this function, we can
search traditional Mongolian word through Cyrillic Mongolian dic-
tionary.

When we search a word in this website, the IME of Cyrillic Mon-
golian is not necessary because typed letters are directly converted
into Cyrillic letters in search field.

The keyboard layout for inputting Cyrillic Mongolian script is as
follows:

a a 1 | X h
0 b M m i} c
B % H n L X
r g 0 0 I w
| d 0 @ 11 \
e . 0 p b N
¢ / p r bl :
K i c S b ]
3 z T t k) e
" i y u 10 :
7 ; Y y L q
K k (1) f

Figure 5. Keyboard layout for inputting Cyrillic Mongolian script

The Cyrillic scripts are in conformity with the Unicode Standard,
although the keyboard layout has nothing to do with it.

The Roman letters of Figure 5 coincide the imprinted letters on an
English keyboard. Such a Roman letter on a keytop will be, when
typed, automatically converted into Cyrillic Mongolian script in the
search field.
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Figure 6. http://hkuri.cneas.tohoku.ac.jp/

On the basis of our experience of developing the Web version of
the “Mongolian- Chinese Dictionary", we have made and published
more than thirty online dictionaries such as Mongolian, Oirat, Mon-
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guor, Dunshang, Dagur, Manchu, and so forth on the website of
CNEAS. They are published together with the Web version of the
«Mongolian-Chinese Dictionary» in 2015.

1. Cyrillic Mongolian dictionaries
(http://hkuri.cneas.tohoku.ac.jp/p02/)

Besides 3 dictionaries of Cyrillic Mongolian stated above, such
dictionaries as Mongolian-English, Mongolian-Japanese, Japanese-
Mongolian are also available.

2. Qirat dictionaries (http://hkuri.cneas.tohoku.ac.jp/p03/)

Written Oirat words are spelled by Todo script.

3. Monguor dictionaries (http://hkuri.cneas.tohoku.ac.jp/p04/)

Monguor-Chinese dictionaries. Monguor words are spelled by
Roman script.

4. Dagur dictionaries (http://hkuri.cneas.tohoku.ac.jp/p05/)

Dagur-Chinese dictionaries. Dagur words are spelled by Roman
script.

5. Manchu dictionaries (http://hkuri.cneas.tohoku.ac.jp/p06/)

Manchu-Chinese dictionaries. Manchu words are spelled by
Manchu script.

Online dictionaries and materials of the Mongolian (traditional,
Cyrillic, Oirat, Monguor, Dagur, etc.) and Manchu languages are
accessible from the website below: http://hkuri.cneas.tohoku.ac.jp/
(Figure 6).

Notes

[1] The original title of the dictionary is as follows:

(ol Ol ok ¢ i i/ ) @ ol oy o s ol
ool ol i) vl e OW By oot o @ ol ety o s/
06 tov/ S0y + 1999,

("mongyol kitad toli, nemen jasaysan debter". 6bér mongyol-un suryayuli-
yin mongyol sudulul-un kiriyeleng-tin mongyol kele bi¢ig sudulqu yajar: 6bor
mongyol-un yeke suryayuli-yin keblel-tin goriy-a, 1999).

WSt R0 B A B 5 B SO e T (BEDOA s (SITA) ) N
oI, 1999 4F
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[2] The documents of Information technology are as follows:

1) e N BRI E E bRk GBIT 26226-2010 13 EH AR 52 A B+
75 H g ) - 475 4 AN 2011-01-14 & A, 2011-05-01 s (Information
technology —Mongolian presentation forms character set and use rules of
controlling characters. GB/T 26226-2010) 2011-01-14 (issued), 2011-05-01
(executed). P. 108.

2) e N IRSEANE E K bR GB/T 25914-2010 15 BHAR FHZE H L4 X F
FEy AT I AR ) 45 48 FH U 2011-01-10 & A7, 2011-11-01 sEjiti (In-
formation technology — Traditional Mongolian nominal characters, presen-
tation characters and use rules of controlling characters. GB/T 25914-2010)
2011-01-10 (issued), 2011-11-01 (executed). P. 37.

3) e N LA E E K brdE GBIT 26235-2010 {5 BHEIAR 15 BALH FHZ H ¢
i 18 5 id 2011-01-14 & A, 2011-05-01 5L i (Information technology —
Mongolian word and expression marks for information processing GB/T
26235-2010) 2011-01-14 (issued), 2011-05-01 (executed). P. 13.
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