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SUMMARY
The first Hua-yi yi-yu (H5ERGE), published in 1389, consists of a Sino-Mongolian vocabulary and a
collection of official documents with their Mongolian translations. The second Hua-yi yi-yu, compiled by the
diplomatic bureau in the Yong-le (7k %) era of the Ming dynasty, contains vocabularies and diplomatic documents
of a dozen of languages. Among them, the Sino-Mongolian vocabulary (¥E¥A£EHET) has as many as 845 items,

common to those of the first Hua-yi yi-yu. Every Chinese entry word of the vocabulary is attached with two kinds of
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Mongolian translations: the one is represented by Chinese characters denoting Mongolian pronunciation of the
word, and the other is spelled by means of the Uighur-Mongolian script. It is quite a rare material of written
Mongolian, dating probably from the early 15" century, with phonetic transcriptions in Chinese characters.

The aim of this article is to investigate features of written Mongolian in the Sino-Mongolian vocabulary. The
shape of the Uighur-Mongolian script shows a typical example of the preclassical written Mongolian, as can be
observed in the 13" and 14" centuries. Most of the spelling of written Mongolian words coincide the phonetic
representation of Chinese characters besides some conventional spelling such as tngri. There are sufficient grounds
on which written Mongolian words were spelled in accordance with Chinese transcriptions. There exist a series of
errors in spelling of written Mongolian, caused by the ambiguity of phonetic representations of Chinese characters,
which were unable to distinguish the phonetic differences in Mongolian. In this article, some types of errors in
spelling have been indicated and classified so that the material can be properly evaluated and utilized in the study of

the history of the written Mongolian language.



